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Dear WSGNA/SGNA/ attendees, 

I’m delighted that you were able to join us today at the beautiful Lake Geneva Resort to partake in our 

conference celebrating WSGNA’s 30
th

 Anniversary! I hope your time here will be both rejuvenating and 

educational!   

I’d like to personally welcome each of you to Wisconsin’s (and Kentucky via Live Stream Collaboration) 

Societies of Gastroenterology Nurses and Associates Fall Conference. It’s an exciting time for our specialty as 

we continue to grow and adapt, remaining always adaptable, motivated, and educated. We should all be very 

proud of where we are today and excited about where we are headed.  

We have a full agenda today, so please take a few minutes to read through the information in this packet or on-

line. It includes our itinerary and other important information. I’d like to give you an overview of what our 

goals are today: 1) To provide continuing education for Gastroenterology Nurses and Associates.  2) To foster 

evidence-based practice in Gastroenterology. 3) To facilitate networking among GI and Endoscopic 

Professionals. 4) To promote SGNA – WSGNA & Kentucky SGNA; our professional national and regional 

organizations.  

There is a great deal of work that goes into coordinating an educational conference so I want to acknowledge 

and thank the planning committee members for their excellent job making this conference possible. The 

planning committee members are: 

Lori Benstead, MSN, RN, CGRN ~ Chair; Conference Contact 

Marti Beecroft, BSN, RN, CGRN & Pamela Sirkman, RN, CGRN ~ Speakers 

Sara Danielson, RN ~ Silent Auction 

Sandra Oldenburg, RN, CGRN ~ Registration 

Shannon Olson, RN, BSN, CGRN & Jean Uhen, RN, CGRN ~ Vendors 

Stephanie Slavin, BSN, RN ~ Publicity/Media 

Deb Schmeling, MSN, RN, CGRN ~ Contact Hours 

Mary Garcia, BS ~ Live Stream 

Also, I want to take this opportunity to thank the Gastroenterology Department of Aurora Health Center–

Southern Lakes of Burlington for collaborating with WSGNA/Kentucky SGNA in making this conference 

possible for us here today and those colleagues attending via Live Stream!  Thank you also to the conference 

faculty: Rama P. Venu, MD, FACP, FACG, AGAF, FASGE, Dip. Amer. Board of Internal Medicine; Abdullah 

A. Fayyad, MD; Abdul Sami Khan, MD; Colleen M. Schmitt, APNP; Kushal Shah, DO; Carrie Kelly, Lic. 

Professional Counselor, NBCC; & Anna Werth, RN, CGRN for bringing their expertise to our gathering. 

Additionally, I would like to thank the vendors for their support.  Please take the opportunity to visit their 

tables, view their products, and thank them for their continued support of our organization. 

Finally, I’d like to thank each of you for attending our conference.  Throughout this conference and after you 

have left, I ask you to stay engaged, stay informed, and stay active in helping us shape the future of our 

Gastroenterology Specialty! 

 

 

Best Regards, 

Sue Machones, MSN, RN, CGRN 

WSGNA President  

 

 


